BUG STUDIO

FOURTH INDIAN ENTOMOLOGIST PHOTO CONTEST: THANKS
FOR OVERWHELMING RESPONSE

The Indian entomologist photo contest aims to encourage insect photography among
photographers, professionals, amateur entomologist and the layman. The theme of the fourth
episode of the photo contest was ‘Insects and aspects related to insect life’. With these objective
entries were invited during May 25" to June 20" 2021. Each participant was to submit one
good photograph which met a few prescribed standards along with the filled in application form
in which the participant had to furnish his/her details, caption, description, specifications of the
photograph and also a declaration on the ingenuity of the photograph. We received a total from
120 entries which were screened first for the prescribed standards and overall quality of the
image. Final evaluation was done by a committee of independent members under the oversight
of the three editorial board members and also by an invited expert, based on the following
criteria: quality (clarity, lighting, depth of field, composition), relevance of the subject matter
(theme, rareness of subjects), creativity and originality. To ensure a blind review the details of
the photographer was hidden and the evaluators were only presented with the photograph,
caption, description and technical specifications.

e The first place was won by Mr. Naman Kajli (202, Raajhans Society, Shreyas Colony,
Goregaon East, Mumbai, E-mail: namanpxy31l@gmail.com) who captured a Cicada
(Lemuriana apicalis) ejecting fluid.

e The second place was shared by Mr. Nyle (Elamkulam house, Thadakkassery, Palakkad,
Kerala, E-mail: nyle.nimbu@gmail.com) for his short of a Golden darlet damselfly (Ischnura
rubilio) perching on a leaf blade ornamented with dew drops reflecting the surroundings and
the morning sun rays and Mr. Shashank B G (College of Agriculture, Bheemarayanagudi
Shahpur, Karnataka, E-mail: shashankbg006@gmail.com) who captured a shot of dung
beetles (Gymnopleurus sp.) rolling away a dung ball.

e The third place was shared by Dr. Prasad S Burange (Department of Entomology, College
of Agriculture, PAU, Ludhiana, E-mail: prasadburange@gmail.com) for his photograph of a
spittle bug resting near its froth which had entrapped few tiny flies, Mr. Mohammed Ramees
K (Kalathumthodi House, Elamaram PO, Cheruvayoor, Malapuram, Keralal, E-mail:
rameeslem@gmail.com) for his shot of cannibalism in robber flies and Mr. Vijay Kamal
Meena (Room No-87, Vasant Hostel, IARI, New Delhi, E-mail: vikamal93@gmail,com) for
his photograph of a honey bee (Apis mellifera) with pollen load in foraging flight near
mustard flowers.
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1" Place: False rain. Photo by Mr. Naman Kajli, 202, Raajhans Society, Shreyas Colony, Goregaon East,
Mumbai. (Lemuriana apicalis, CEC BNHS, Film City, Mumbai, 15.06.2021, Nikon D7200 with Nikkor 18-
55mm f3.5-5.6G VR lens, ISO 125, f/5.0, 1/80s, FL 38.0 mm with flash, ID credits: Mr. Vivek Sarkar, NCBS,
Bengaluru)
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2" Place: Life thrives in the green. Photo by Mr. Nyle, Elamkulam house, Thadakkassery, Palakkad,

Kerala. (Ischnura rubilio, Palakkad, Kerala, 30.12.2017, Fujifilm Finepx S20 Pro, 1ISO 200, F/3, 1/640s,
FL 18 mm, ID credits: Mr. Anooj S S, Asst. Professor, College of Agriculture, Padannakkad, Kerala)
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2" Place: The conservation of Dung beetles. Photo by Mr. Shashank B G, College of Agriculture,
Bheemarayanagudi, Shahpur, Karnataka. (Gymnopleurus sp., Bheemarayangudi, Karnataka, 16.05.2021,
Canon 200D with Canon 55-250 mm F/4-5.6 IS USM lens, ISO 1000, F/6.3, 1/320s, FL 250mm. ID credits:
Dr. Nitya Sathiandran, Asst. Professor, SN College, Nattika, Kerala)
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3" Place: Spittle bug spit. Photo by Dr. Prasad S Burange, Department of Entomology, College of
Agriculture, PAU, Ludhiana. [Spittle bug (Cerecopidae: Hemiptera) Nagpur, Maharashtra, 29.09.2017,
Canon EOS REBEL T1i with Canon EF 100mm f/2.8L Macro IS USM lens, 1ISO 200, F/7.1, 1/200s]
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3" Place: Assassin’s creed. Photo by Mr. Mohammed Ramees K, Kalathumthodi House, Elamaram
PO, Cheruvayoor, Malapuram, Kerala. (Robber fly (Asilidae: Diptera)), Thrissur, Kerala, 24.04.2020,
Nikon D5600 with Nikkor 70-300 mm /4.5-5.6ED VR lens, 1SO 640, f/8, 1/250s, FL 300 mm)
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3" Place: The pollinator. Photo by Mr. Vijay Kamal Meena, Room No-87, Vasant Hostel, IARI, New
Delhi. (Apis mellifera, New Delhi, 26.01.2021, Nikon D5600 with Nikkor 70-300 mm f/4.5-5.6ED VR

lens, 1ISO 400, F/8, 1/250s, FL. 300 mm, ID credits: Mr. Anooj S S, Asst. Professor, College of Agriculture,
Padannakkad, Kerala)

July 2021 [ Vol 2 | Issue 2 | Indian Entomologist | 103



