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Philately is the collection and study of postal 

stamps. Philately is ‘King of hobbies’. 

Entomophilately is the study and collection of 

postage stamps that features insects (Baig et al., 

2020). This specialized area within philately attracts 

enthusiasts fascinated by the incredible diversity 

and beauty of insects, as well as their ecological 

significance. Insects possess intricate relationships 

with plants, animals, and other living organisms on 

earth, providing valuable insights into the natural 

world. These stamps serve not only as a means of 

postage, but also as tools for education and 

awareness about the vital roles insects play for 

healthy ecosystem (Miller and Miller, 2022; 

Turienzo, 2018). Engaging children and students in 

entomophilately can significantly enhance their 

interest in insects and the natural world. This help 

in highlighting the diversity and importance of 

insect species, conservation efforts needed against 

numerous threats, including habitat loss, climate 

change, and pesticide use (Hamel, 1990). 

 After independence in1955, the first stamp 

on an insect (a malaria stamp featuring a mosquito, 

Anopheles culifacies) was released. The first stamp 

featuring lepidopteran insects was issued in 1981 

(Butterfly: Teinopalpus imperialis, Cyrestis 

achates, Cethosia biblis, Stichophthalma 

camadeva). In the year 2008, four stamps endemic 

butterflies from Andaman and Nicobar Island were 

released, which include Papilio mayo (male and 

female) and Pachliopta rhodifer (male and female). 

In the year 2017, four stamps featuring lady bird 

beetles (Coccinellidae) stamps were issued (Baig et 

al., 2020). 

Way for Connecting with Entomophilately:    

Connection with entomophilately helps to turn 

simple hobby into an educational tool that 

encourages environmental awareness and scientific 

curiosity. Collectors not only preserve a unique 

piece of cultural and natural history, but also 

contribute to the broader effort of educating others 

and promoting conservation (Miller and Miller, 

2022). Following are the ways for this:  

1. Hands-On Learning: Collecting and studying 

stamps is a tactile, interactive activity that engages 

individuals in research, organization, and problem-

solving (Hirwade and Nawlakhe, 2012). As 

collectors handle and arrange insect stamps, they 

also acquire knowledge about the species, their 

habitats, behaviours, and importance in ecosystems. 

This hands-on engagement is not only fun but 

educational, as collectors may look up facts about 

insects and their role in nature, developing an 

appreciation for biodiversity (Turienzo, 2018). 

Example: A collector could research the life cycle 

of a species featured on a stamp and then use that 

information to create a detailed presentation or even 

a report about the insect. 

2. Sense of Responsibility: The act of collecting 

and preserving stamps creates a sense of ownership 

and responsibility in maintaining the condition of 

the stamps  while  also  preserving knowledge about  
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the insects they represent. In a broader sense, it can 

encourage a sense of environmental 

responsibility—collectors may become more 

invested in protecting endangered species or 

promoting conservation efforts as they learn about 

the species shown on their stamps (Gupta, 2010). 

Example: Collectors may become aware of the 

threats facing certain insect species and, as a result, 

support conservation efforts or advocate for the 

protection of insect habitats. 

3. Skill Development: Engaging with 

entomophilately can help develop a variety of 

skills: 

 Skill for identifying the insects on stamps and 

learning about their zoological classification, 

behaviour, and conservation status. 

 Skill for Sorting, categorizing stamps, managing 

collections, and maintaining records. 

 Skill for Examining the artwork and design of 

stamps, understanding their historical or cultural 

context, and interpreting how they reflect the 

relationship between humans and the natural 

world (Yadav et al., 2023). 

 Collectors may engage in conversations with 

other enthusiasts, write about their collections, or 

share knowledge through blogs, presentations, or 

social media platforms. 

4. Citizen Science Engagement: Entomophilately 

can foster engagement with the scientific 

community by encouraging collectors to learn more 

about the insects depicted on stamps, which may 

relate to topics in entomology, biodiversity, or 

conservation. Many stamps feature rare or 

endangered species and this could serve as an entry 

point for individuals to learn about and participate 

in citizen science projects. For example, stamp 

collectors might be inspired to contribute to local 

biodiversity surveys, track insect populations, or 

participate in citizen science platforms like 

iNaturalist, where people document species 

sightings. Example: A stamp depicting the Monarch 

Butterfly could prompt a collector to participate in a 

tagging  program  to  track  Monarch  migrations,  a 

citizen science initiative.  

Collecting and Cataloging of Stamps 

a. Specialized Catalogs: Collectors use specialized 

catalogs that insect-themed stamps; by insect 

type, country of issue, and date of release. 

b. Thematic Collections: Collections are typically 

organized thematically, focusing on particular 

insect groups, regions, or specific scientific 

themes. 

c. Philatelic Exhibitions: Enthusiasts participate in 

exhibitions and competitions, showcasing their 

collections and sharing knowledge with others. 

Some examples of Insect-Themed Stamps 

 1. Butterflies: Butterflies stamps are most popular, 

due to their colorful and aesthetically pleasing 

appearance. India Post released series of stamps on 

butterflies which includes the Common Jezebel, 

Striped Tiger, Blue Mormon, and Indian Jezebel 

etc. They have been featured prominently on Indian 

postal stamps, celebrating their vibrant beauty and 

ecological importance.  

2. Bees: Bees, especially honey bees, are 

commonly featured on stamps to highlight their 

crucial role in pollination and agriculture. Honey 

Bee featured Stamps emphasize the importance of 

bees in ecosystems and the need for their 

conservation. 

3. Beetles: Beetles play significant roles in 

ecosystems, from pest control to decomposing 

organic matter. There diverse forms and colors 

make them interesting for collectors specially 

ladybugs, stag beetles etc. 
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4. Dragonflies: Dragonflies are indicators of 

healthy aquatic ecosystems. These insects are 

known for their striking appearance and aerial 

flight. They are featured for their beauty and 

ecological role as predators of smaller insects. 

5. Silkworms: Recognizing the significance of 

sericulture in India’s economy, India Post has 

released stamps featuring the silkworm (Bombyx 

mori). These stamps emphasize the importance of 

silk production and the cultural heritage associated 

with it (Baig et al., 2020). 

Importance of insect featured postal Stamps 

a. Diversity of Insects: Insects are most diverse 

group of animals on earth surface. 

Entomophilately encompasses such a wide 

variety of insects, including butterflies, beetles, 

bees, dragonflies, ants, grasshoppers, and many 

others. Collectors often focus on specific types 

or groups of insects (Hamel, 1990). 

b. Educational Value: Stamps featuring insects 

can serve as educational tools, providing 

information about different species, their 

habitats, and their roles in the ecosystems. They 

can raise awareness about the importance of 

insect conservation (Turienzo, 2018). 

c. Artistic Appeal: Many stamps featuring insects 

are beautifully designed, showcasing the intricate 

details and vibrant colors of these creatures. This 

makes them appealing not only to entomologists 

but also to art lovers (Yadav et al., 2023). 

d. Cultural and Scientific Themes: Stamps may 

depict insects in various contexts, such as their 

cultural significance, scientific discoveries, or 

their roles in agriculture and pollination. Insects 

are often associated with beauty, transformation, 

and the natural heritage of India, making them an 

appealing subject for philately (Yadav et al., 

2023). 

e. Conservation Awareness: These stamps not 

only enhance the aesthetic appeal of postage but 

also play a crucial role in promoting 

environmental awareness and conservation 

efforts across India. By featuring insects on 

stamps, India Post helps raise awareness about  

the conservation challenges these species face, 

such as habitat loss and climate change. 

Conclusion 

Philately connects in a friendly way to the world’s 

flora and fauna which faces crisis and we need to 

conserve them. This effective tool can educate and 

provide awareness to the society towards 

conservation.   

 Entomophilately is a fascinating niche 

within philately that combines the beauty of insects 

with the art and history of postage stamps. It offers 

a unique way to explore the natural world and 

promotes awareness of the vital roles insects play in 

our ecosystems. Whether for educational purposes, 

artistic appreciation, or scientific interest, collecting 

insect-themed stamps provides a rewarding and 

enriching hobby. In India, insects have been 

featured on postal stamps to highlight their 

ecological importance and cultural significance.  

Future Perspective 

By harnessing entomophilately, we can evolve, a 

powerful tool for education, conservation, and 

community engagement, ultimately inspiring a new 

generation to cherish and protect the intricate world 

of insects. Entomophilately serves as a unique and 

engaging gateway for individuals, particularly 

children and students, to explore the diverse world 

of insects. By collecting insect-themed postage 

stamps, enthusiasts not only appreciate the beauty 

and variety of insects but also gain insights into 

their ecological roles and cultural significance. This 

hobby can foster a deeper understanding of 

entomology, encouraging curiosity and respect for  
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biodiversity. As we face increasing environmental 

challenges, promoting awareness about insects 

through entomophilately can inspire the next 

generation to advocate for conservation efforts. 
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