FIELD NOTES

Callerebia hybrida Butler, 1880 — (Lepidoptera;
Nymphalidae) a new addition to the butterflies of

union territory of Jammu and Kashmir, India
Nazim Ali Kbhan and Taslima Sheikh

From Varshney & Smetacek (2015), this
butterfly has range extension from Himachal
Pradesh to Uttarakhand. According to Gasse
(2018), this is often seen in Himalayas from
900 to 3900m, in west Kangra (Himachal
Pradesh) and eastern Uttarakhand upto
central Nepal and has been recorded from
Bhutan also. The species is written as Erebia
hybrida (Hybrid Argus) in Evans, 1932, and
in Talbot, 1947. Dachal area lies in the
foothills of Pir Panjal range within the
Himalayas. The highest summer temperature
is in between 19-35C.

Material and Methods:

On 05-vi-2021, first author N.A.K has done
survey on the butterflies of Dachal area in
Mendhar city (Fig. 1) in district Poonch of
Jammu and Kashmir Union Territory where
he observed Callerebia hybrida butterfly
(Fig. 2) puddling on soil. He photographed
this butterfly with the help of Canon EOS
200D 11, and noted down the coordinates of
that area (33°36°02°" N, 74°08°’52” E) at an
altitude of around 1580m. This butterfly
individual was further identified with the
help of following literatures: Evans (1932),
Talbot  (1947), Wpynter-Blyth  (1957),
Kehimkar (2016) Smetacek (2018). We also
checked the recent publications on butterfly
diversity of Jammu and Kashmir Himalaya
i.e., Sheikh & Parey 2019a, 2019b; Gupta &
Sheikh, 2021; Sheikh, 2021; Singh &
Sheikh, 2021 and Parey & Sheikh, 2021.

This butterfly was not seen or observed
earlier from Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory, India (Sheikh et al.
2021) and thus occurrence of this butterfly
species can be stated as new report from
the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. After this find of butterfly,
Jammu and Kashmir Butterflies checklist
has reached its number to 311.

Taxonomy:

Order: Lepidoptera
Superfamily: Papilionoidea
Family: Nymphalidae
Subfamily: Satyrinae

Features: The species can be identified by
observing two eyespots on underside
hindwing and a series of white discal spots
above. In the central area and sub marginal
area brown band or dark line can be seen.
Marginal dark line of underside hindwing
does not touch the eyespots. Forewing apex
rounded.

Conclusion:

This addition of species has increased the
butterfly checklist number to 311. More
observation of this species can tell us the
diversity status of this butterfly in UT of
J&K. More studies should be carried out to
find its host plant as well as nectar plants.
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Source Google earth maps
Fig 1: Map showing Callerebia hybrida location

Fig 2: Callerebia hybrida Butler

Acknowledgement:

Authors want to thank Mr. Lovish Garlani
for the confirmation about the identification
of the species.

References:

Dar A A, Jamal K, Shah M S, Ali M, Sayed,
S, Gaber A, Kesba H, Salah M. 2021.
Species richness, abundance, distributional
pattern and trait composition of butterfly
assemblage change along an altitudinal

gradient in the Gulmarg region of Jammu &
Kashmir, India. Saudi Journal of Biological
Sciences 29(4): 2262-22609.

Evans W H. 1932. The Identification of
Indian Butterflies. Bombay Natural History
Society, Bombay, x + 454 pp.

Gasse P V. 2018. Butterflies of the Indian
Subcontinent - Annotated  Checklist.
Accessed from: http://www.
biodiversityofindia.org/images/2/2c/Butterfli
es_of India. Pdf

Gupta S, Sheikh T. 2021. First Record of
Spotted Small Flat Sarangesa purendra
(Moore, 1882) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae)
from  Union  Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, India. Revista Chilena de
Entomologia 47 (3): 545-548.

Kehimkar 1. 2016. BNHS Field Guides:
Butterflies of India. Bombay Natural History
Society 506pp.

Parey S H, Sheikh T. 2021. Butterflies of
Pirpanjal Range of Kashmir Himalaya.
Corvette Press, New Delhi. pp. xi+1-149pp.

Sheikh T. 2021. Addition of Chestnut Angle
Odonopilum angulatum (C. Felder, 1862) to
the butterfly fauna of Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, India. Life Sciences
Leaflets 141: 7-11.

Sheikh T, Gupta S. 2022. Rediscovery of
white-bordered copper, Lycaena panava
(Westwood, 1852) (Lepidoptera:
Lycaenidae) from Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, India. Life Sciences Leaflets
144(2): 01-05.

Sheikh T, Parey S H. 2019a. Six new
records of butterflies (Lepidoptera: Insecta)
from Jammu and Rajouri Districts of Jammu

July 2022 | Vol 3 | Issue 2 | Indian Entomologist | 40



and Kashmir Himalaya. Journal of Wildlife
Research 7(3): 42-46.

Sheikh T, Parey S H. 2019b. New records of
butterflies (Lepidoptera: Insecta) from
Jammu and Kashmir Himalaya. Records of
Zoological Survey India 119(4): 463-473.

Sheikh T, Awan M A, Parey S H. 2021.
Checklist of Butterflies (Lepidoptera:
Rhopalocera) of Union territory Jammu and
Kashmir, India. Records of Zoological
Survey India 121(1): 127-171.

Singh S, Sheikh T. 2021. Rediscovery of
Popinjay, Stibochiona nicea (Gray, 1846)
(Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae: Nymphalinae)
from  Union  Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir, India. Revista Chilena de
Entomologia 47 (3): 497-499.

Smetacek P. 2016. A naturalist’s guide to
the Butterflies of India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. John
Beaufoy Publishing, Oxford, England; p.
176.

Talbot G. 1947. Butterflies (Danaidae,
Satyridae, Amathusidae, Acraeidae). In: The
Fauna of British India including Ceylon and

Burma. Today and Tomorrow’s Printers and
Publishers, New Dehli; 2, p. 25+506.

Varshney R K, Smetacek P. (eds.) 2015. A
Synoptic Catalogue of the Butterflies of
India. Butterfly Research Centre, Bhimtal
and Indinov Publishing, New Delhi, ii + 261

Pp.

Wynter-Blyth M A. 1957. Butterflies of the
Indian Region. Bombay Natural History
Society, Bombay. p. i-xx+1-523.

AUTHORS

Nazim Ali Khan, Maulana Azad National
Urdu University, Hyderabad - 500032,
Telangana, India.

Taslima Sheikh *(corresponding author),
Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University,
Dhanore, Rajouri - 185234, Jammu &
Kashmir, India.

*Email: sheikhtass@gmail.com

July 2022 | Vol 3 | Issue 2 | Indian Entomologist | 41


mailto:sheikhtass@gmail.com

