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S T U D E N T  C O R N E R

Saravanan Selvam
	 Saravanan Selvam is currently pursuing his Ph.D. programme in 
Entomology on “Semiochemical-based management strategies for insect 
pests” under the chairmanship of Dr. P.S. Shanmugam, Associate Professor, 
Agricultural Entomology, TNAU, Coimbatore, and Co-chairmanship of Dr. 
Kesavan Subaharan, Principal Scientist, ICAR-NBAIR, Bengaluru. This research 
demonstrated that behavior-modifying chemicals effectively disrupt the mating 
and feeding behaviors of insect pests, leading to reduced pest populations 
and minimized crop damage. This approach offers an eco-friendly alternative 
to traditional pest control methods. He wants to become a ARS scientist and 
She strongly stated that his research findings benefit to farmers’ level. He did 
his masters from the College of Agriculture, Central Agricultural University, 
Iroisemba, Imphal, Manipur and research on “Eco-friendly Management of 
Plutella xylostella (Linnaeus) with Reference to Bio-insecticides and Planting Dates under Cabbage-Crop-Ecosystem 
of Manipur valley” under the guidance of Dr. Kh. Ibohal Singh, Professor, CAU, Manipur. 

Anithaa Velmurugan
	 Anithaa Velmurugan is currently pursuing her Ph.D. programme in 
Entomology on “Standardising the mass rearing protocol for Black Soldier 
Fly (BSF), Hermetia illucens Linnaeus and utilisation of its byproducts” under 
the chairmanship of Dr. C.P. Mallapur, Professor of Entomology, Head of PRT 
& QAL, UAS, Dharwad. She has been awarded with PM fellowship for Doctoral 
Studies funded by ANRF-CII. Her doctoral research is focused on optimising 
the rearing conditions for each life stage of the black soldier fly, intended for 
better protein yield and waste valorisation. My research will also highlight 
the potential of byproducts from BSF rearing. This will be helpful for the 
companies involved in waste management using BSF to improve their 
productivity and also for the policymakers (regulations for using insect 
products and byproducts) in the future, as the maximum number of research 
articles on BSF are from outside India. She wishes to build her career as an Agriculture Research Scientist where 
she can use insect science to achieve sustainability in all possible, as well as productive ways. 

N. Shreya

	 N. Shreya, a Ph.D. scholar (Entomology) from University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences, 
Shivamogga is pursuing her research on the Taxonomy of tribe Empoascini (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae: Typhlocybinae) 
from economically important crops in South India. She is carrying out her study under the guidance of Dr. C. M. 
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Kalleshwara swamy, Professor UAHS, Shivamogga and Dr. C.A. Viraktamath, 
former emeritus professor, UAS, GKVK. She aims to determine the species 
composition, host association and distribution pattern of the Empoascini 
leafhoppers and also to develop an identification key that is suitable for 
their easy identification. She received her master’s degree from University 
of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore where she worked in the field of insect 
ecology where she compared two different light traps in an organic farming 
system. The outcomes of her M.Sc. research revealed that deployment 
of any type of light trap for the sole purpose of pest management is not a 
tenable option as it leads to potential harm to the local beneficial fauna and a 
consequent damage to the balanced agro-ecology. Shreya has been awarded 
with the UAHS, Shivamogga merit fellowship and has also qualified ASRB 
NET. She has been awarded with First prize in Ph.D. oral presentation in PG 
Conference -2025,  held in KSNUAHS, Shivamogga.

Airneni Sunny Rao

	 Airneni Sunny Rao is presently pursuing his Ph.D. in Entomology 
from Indira Gandhi Krishi Viswavidyalaya (IGKV), Raipur. Under the 
guidance of Dr. Dhanendra Kumar rana, professor, IGKV, Raipur and Dr. 
Gandhi Gracy, Pr. Scientist, ICAR-NBAIR, he is working on the identification 
and validation of target genes to develop RNAi based pest management 
for Cassava mealybug Phenacoccus manihoti Matile-Ferrero (Hemiptera: 
Pseudococcidae). This research can demonstrate the feasibility of RNAi as a 
targeted, sustainable pest management strategy against cassava mealybug. 
He has completed his M.Sc. degree from IGKV, Raipur where he worked on 
rice breeding lines for identification of resistance to Asian rice gall midge, 
Orseolia oryzae. His research identified the presence of key resistance genes 
in several resistant entries, offering promising resources for breeding 
ARGM-resistant rice varieties. Sunny has been awarded with the ICAR-NTS 
fellowship during his masters. After completing his doctoral program, he plans to continue research in the field 
of insect molecular biology and pest management. 

Khaba Moirangthem

	 Khaba Moirangthem is currently pursuing his Ph.D. in Entomology 
at CPGS-AS, CAU (I), Umiam, Meghalaya, under the guidance of Dr. Kennedy 
Ningthoujam. His research focuses on the diversity of termite species 
in Meghalaya, their gut microbiome and the biorational management of 
pestiferous species. The work aims to discover endemic species of termites in 
Meghalaya.  He completed his M.Sc. in Entomology from G.B. Pant University 
of Agriculture and Technology, Pantnagar, under the mentorship of Dr. Renu 
Pandey, where he screened soybean germplasm against Spodoptera litura 
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and assessed the efficacy of entomopathogenic fungi. His study revealed Beauveria bassiana to be more effective 
than Metarhizium anisopliae against S. litura. A recipient of the ICAR-NTS Fellowship during his undergraduate 
studies, he aspires to advance research in Agricultural Entomology.

Sanhita Chowdhury 

	 Sanhita Chowdhury is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in 
Entomology at Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana, under the 
supervision of Dr. Anureet Kaur Chandi, Professor. Her research 
focuses on the sublethal and transgenerational effects of insecticides 
on fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda), aiming to generate valuable 
insights into how sublethal doses of insecticides affect the pest across 
generations, contributing to improved pest management strategies. 
She completed her M.Sc. in Entomology from Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Central Agricultural University, Pusa, Samastipur, Bihar, working 
on the efficacy and residue dynamics of a combi formulation against yellow mite in chilli under the 
mentorship of Dr. Sanjay Kumar Sahoo. A recipient of the ICAR-JRF (2021–23) and currently a Jawaharlal 
Nehru Doctoral Fellow, she aspires to contribute to agricultural research and education as an Assistant 
Professor or through Agricultural Research Services (ARS).

Bimal Kumar Sahoo 

	 Bimal Kumar Sahoo is currently pursuing his Ph.D. programme 
in Entomology on “Decontamination of Pesticide Residues in Fruits and 
Vegetables by Microbial Agents” under the supervision of Dr. A. Suganthi, 
Associate Professor, Agricultural Entomology, TNAU, Coimbatore. He 
did his master’s from the CPGS-AS, Central Agricultural University 
(Imphal), Umiam, Meghalaya, working under Dr. Mahesh Pathak on 
“Synergistic impact of chemical insecticides with M. anisopliae for 
managing sucking pests of rice”. The outcomes and practical utility 
of his master’s work emphasized identifying the microbial agents 
for degradation of pesticides.  A DST-INSPIRE Fellow, he aspires to become an Assistant Professor and 
contribute to sustainable crop management for farmers’ welfare.




